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RITVS HELIO ET SERAPI 


The Ritual of Helios and Serapis 
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THE RITUAL OF HELIOS AND SERAPIS 


That which is enacted 
within the Holy Serapium 


THE ENTRY: 


acting as the Canephore, s/he carries an offering basket filled with grains 

of barley. Next follows the High Priest of Serapis, he acts as the 
Loutrophoros, holding a vessel filled with Holy Water. Thirdly comes the Priest of 
Helios, acting as the Dadouchos, carrying an incense burner and a lighted torch. 
Next should come a flautist or other musicians. The other Celebrants should 
enter in due order with the Isiaci and the Serapiaci bringing up the rear of the 
procession. 


‘|e Celebrants process into the Sanctuary, first comes the Vates of Isis, 


When all have entered the Sanctuary the Celebrants take up the following 
positions before the Shrine of Serapis: 


Nike 
Helios Guardian 
Isis Hermanubis 
Serapis Guardian 
High Priest eed Vates 


The Canephore, Loutrophoros and Dadouchos carry the basket, Holy Water, 
incense and torch around the Celebrants in an act of purification. The 
Loutrophoros then pours water over the hands of all the participants and 
asperges them saying: 


Loutrophoros: 
Come, take water before Serapis, become pure! 
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Each Celebrant and member of the congregation take a handful of barley from 
the basket of the Canephore. The Canephore, Loutrophoros and the Dadouchos 
now place the sacred objects before the Altar and return to their places. 


Silence Descends. 
The Libation to Serapis: 
The High Priest of Serapis steps before the altar and offers this libation prayer: 


High Priest: 
Accept this libation Holy Serapis. 


This libation is for You; it comes forth from me as it came forth from Your son, 
coming forth before Harpocrates. | have come and | have brought this libation to 
You, that Your heart may be refreshed with it. 


| have brought it to You, and placed it beneath Your feet, | have presented to You 
the liquid that comes forth from You. 


The High Priest pours pure water into a bowl for Serapis: 


High Priest: 
Hail to you who are blest! 

You who shall come through the night! 
Thanks! Thanks! Thanks be to you, Serapis! 
And thanks be to you, /Isis! 
Strength shall conquer 
And will crown as a reward 
Beauty and Wisdom 
With an everlasting diadem! 


The Invocation to Helios-AgathoDaimon: 


Omnes: 
We invoke You, the Greatest God, Eternal Lord, World Ruler, who are over the 
World and under the World, Mighty Ruler of the Sea, rising at Dawn, shining from 
the East for the Whole World, setting in the West. 


Come to us, You who rises from the Four Winds, benevolent and Mighty Agatho- 
Daimon, for whom Heaven has become the Processional Way. 
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Vates: 
We call upon Your Holy and Great and Hidden Names, which You rejoice to 
hear. The Earth flourishes when You shine forth and the Plants became fruitful 
when you laugh; the Animals beget their Young when You permit. We invoke 
You, the Greatest in Heaven, the Great God, the Shining Helios, giving Light 
throughout the Whole World. 


High Priest: 
You are the Great Serpent, Leader of all the Gods, who control the Beginning of 
Egypt and the End of the Whole Inhabited World. You are He who becomes 
Visible each Day and Sets in the West of Heaven, and Rises in the East. 


Omnes: 
You who have set at Evening, who is over the World and under the World, Mighty 
Ruler of the Sea, hear our Voices in this Present Day, in this Night, in these Holy 
Hours. We praise Earth and Heaven and Light and Darkness and the Great God 
who created All, You, Agathon-Daimonion the Helper, Mighty Guiding Spirit 


High Priest and Vates: 
We invoke You, O God - The Living One.We praise You, O Light, Holy Arrow of 
the Most Holy, who shows forth Your splendour in the blazing fire. You, Father of 
All Light, pour forth Your Strength; awaken Your Spirit, show us Your might; You 
inspire this burning fire with Your Holy Spirit. Show us Your Might, and let the 
house of the Almighty God, which is within it - be opened to us! Let there be light! 
And let the Lord, the God within, shine forth! 


At this point the Celebrants and the congregation come forward and scatter the 
barley over the altar with the shout of: 


It is so! 
The women in the congregation now ululate. 
THE BEGINNING: 
Hermanubis: 

| have travelled far; | shall guide your soul upon the great journey. | have come to 
the very ends of the Earth, here in the East, where Helios climbs into the sky 
driving His golden chariot. Isis rules here, She it is who welcomes every soul at 
the Divine Gate, She gives every soul strength. 


Holy Isis! You raise up Helios each morning, at the dawning Your power begins 
each day anew! 
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| have been to that holy place where the souls of Helios and Serapis become 
enwrapped together as One. 


Golden Helios ascend! Bring Your light to all creation! 
Father Serapis sleep! And dream the dream of renewal! 


The Guardians of the Gate: 
We are the twin lions; we are the Gate of the Underworld. We are yesterday. We 
know tomorrow. We are the sunset. We are the sunrise. 


Together we bring the darkness; we keep guard over the day and bring the 
enveloping night. In this night Helios enters that most complete darkness, in His 
journey He passes through that most holy place, to rise again from the Golden 
Gate in the East. 


Helios rises between us, within us is the most sacred place of the Underworld. 


Hermanubis: 
Mighty Helios! You descend in Divine Splendour, your light spreads over the 
entire earth, You shine gloriously within the West. In the Underworld You give 
light to the dead and they give You their praise. You are the radiant light, You 
hold back suffering and set all in order. 


Helios: 
As | pass inwards | am transformed; | journey upon the Waters of the One God, 
Serapis and Myself, the Manifestation of all that is infinite. | shall journey safely. 


Isis: 
Come to us Mighty Helios, My child! The sky receives Your soul and the earth 
receives Your body, You are glorious, and within the Underworld You rejuvenate 
the dead! 


Nike: 
As Your light penetrates into the holy place of total darkness, the dead perceive 
beauty once more as they look upon Your transformed body. 


Helios: 
| am the Source of Light in the darkness of night! 


Serapis: 
| lie here within in the utter darkness, all life is within Me and emanates from Me 
yet | cannot move My limbs nor raise My head. | connect the world of life with all 
that could live, here at the very bottom of the world of the dead. 
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| am eternity and everlastingness, for eternity is the day, and everlastingness is 
the night. 


! am the secret of what lies beneath the surface. 


Isis: 
Holy Serapis, You are the Seed of all Creation. You are sown by Kronos, You are 
conceived by Hera, You are maintained by Ammon, Zeus nourishes you, Helios 
gives You growth. You are the Dew of all the Gods, You are the Heart of 
Hermes, You are the Seed of the Primordial Gods, You are the Eye of Helios, 
you are the Light of Selene, You are the Beauty and Glory of Ouranos, Your Soul 
revels in Every Place, You are the Spirit of Ammon. Exalt Yourself and rise, just 
as Helios rises each day. You equal the Zenith of Helios, Your Roots come from 
the Depths, but Your Powers are in the Heart of Hermes, your Fibres are the 
Bones of Mnevis, Your Flowers are the Eye of Harpocrates, and Your Seed is the 
Seed of Pan. 


It is from You that all the livelihood of the world depends. It is from You that 
Harpocrates is constantly reborn. My magic brings Him forth through the aeons! 


Nike: 
Serapis! | aid my Sister, My magic supports You, together we ensure that from 
Your body the waters of the inundation emanate at the appointed time, to 
replenish the world and bring forth all of its bounty. 


Isis: 
Helios, as You circle in the sky towards the Underworld; You come to join 
Yourself to that Mysterious Holy Place. 


Nike: 
The Underworld is open; the Gates of the Earth are thrown wide for You! You are 
the Primeval One; Your body is eternity! 


Helios: 
| was the first to emerge from Chaos, upon the uplifted horns of My Mother | was 
carried. Yet now | am ancient and must return to My birthplace to come forth 
again young and vigorous. 


Isis guides the way every night to the Great Cavern. | come as the soul of the 
Being at the bottom of the Pit, | return to my body. 


| have come to rest again upon the place of My birth, | have returned to the Earth 
from which | come forth. 
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| see the bodies that are My own forms and images; the Underworld is formed of 
My flesh. | have come to reassemble Myself and to reunite all the parts of My 
being. 


! am the Hidden Divine Force; | manifest under innumerable names. | fashion 
Myself in the Underworld and | make Myself young again in the Fair West. 


Hail Serapis! When | reach the Underworld and govern this land as other 
countries, here | find You; together We are the United Soul. 


Serapis: 
| am hidden deep within the Underworld. Upon My body lies the horizon. Helios, 
my brother, You shall rest between the two mountains, and there be renewed. 


Helios: 
Hail to You whose soul is hidden, Serapis! | will protect Your soul and Your 
shadow. | will dispel the darkness around You. The Most Ancient One, The 
Encircler, will hold Your body together. 


Serapis, enveloped in the great serpent, see me as | approach, With My words | 
shall make you breathe, my light shall illuminate the Holy Place. 


Serapis: 
The Underworld is full of light, | ascend with the Divine Light, the night sky shall 
be My raiment. 


Silence: 


Hermanubis: 
It is Serapis who sets as Helios! 
It is Helios who sets as Serapis! 


Helios: 
| become Serapis, In true union, 
One Being, One Body; 
We speak with one mouth. 


Serapis: 
| become the Nocturnal Sun that awakens the dwellers in the Underworld from 
the sleep of death. 


Helios and Serapis step forward before the altar and embrace. Isis and Nike then 
join them. 
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Hermanubis: 
This union is the most secret arcanum. Helios and Serapis are One! Sustained 
by Isis, supported by Nike. 


Serapis is at peace in Helios. 
Serapis is content in Helios. 
Serapis has set with Helios. 

May Serapis be content in Helios. 
It is in Serapis that Helios is at peace. 


Helios has found the soul of Serapis they have embraced each other, and so 
God exists in two forms. 


Helios: 
O Great Serapis, Initiator of the Underworld, Lord of Life, Governor of The 
Beautiful Fields, You live, You live, and life is light. You are the soul of those who 
dwell on earth; You have Majesty over the whole of creation! 


Hermanubis: 
When the journey of Helios is complete Isis and Nike shall support the God in the 
Heavens. 


Isis: 
| support the One, Serapis-Helios! 


Nike: 
! support the One, Helios-Serapis! 


Isis: 
The light shines from Your body; all the dark ways are illuminated. 


Nike: 
We see Your soul, and we hear Your calling. 


Isis: 
We see the light of Your Face. 


Hermanubis: 
The Souls of the Two Goddesses fly upwards towards The Glorious God. 
The Two Sisters unite with Him and they appear in glory above Him. 


Isis: 
The God appears! He emerges with mighty wings, His heart overflows with light. 
All creation shall obey Him as He emerges and spreads radiance like the finest 
gold over the world. 
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Nike: 
Hail Mighty One You arise in the East, and fill the world with Your beauty. You 
are bright, great, shimmering, and high above every land... 


Helios: 
| appear constantly, driving My chariot to the Zenith, then plunging down to set in 
the West, yet My real nature is unknown. | have seen aeons of time and | 
determine the destinies of all things. 


Isis & Nike: 
You come forth from Heaven's Ocean, rejuvenated and young again, You have 
transformed Yourself from out of Yourself, there, in that Holy Place, the Place of 
Yesterday. 


Hermanubis: 
This is the coming out and the coming down out of Heaven, it is like the first 
sunrise over the Primeval Hill at the beginning. 


Serapis rests once more, beyond the splendour of the world. In Wisdom He 
sleeps, yet life flames within Him. Upon His forehead is an immortal star, 
illuminating all with living light. That single star exists alone through eternity and 
shall remain, until utter knowledge rises and all is peace! 


THE CLOSING: 


The High Priest and the Vates come before Helios and Serapis and recite the 
following. 


The High Priest: 
Mighty Helios, Holy Father Serapis, we give You thanks, Most High Lord, for by 
You we have received the light of Your knowledge; may Your Name be adored 
and venerated. 


We are saved by Your divine power, let us be glad in beholding Your 
Manifestation; let us be glad that You consecrate us to eternity. 


Vates: 
The joy of Humanity is the knowledge of Your Majesty. We have known You, O 
Magnificent Light. We have known You, True Way of Life, inexhaustible Source 
of all births! We have known You, who are the bounty of all Nature, Eternal 
Permanence! 
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Omnes: 
In this our prayer, adoring the sanctity of Your holiness, we ask of You only to 
grant that we may always have knowledge of You, so that we may never be 
separate from this manner of life. 


Helios and Serapis bestow their blessing upon the Celebrants 


The Guardians of the Gate: 
To us befalls the knowledge of every soul within the Underworld, we know the 
path of Helios and Serapis, all the gates and all the roads by which the Great 
God passes, the course of the hours and all the spirits that rule over them. 


All this takes place within that most Holy Place, that place which is secret and 
hidden in the depths of our very being. Pass through us and be transformed! 


Now follows a time for silent prayer and meditation. After a suitable period, the 
Vates strikes a bell three times, ending the Ritual. 


The Guardians move to the Western end of the sanctuary and form a portal. The 
Vates of Isis and the High Priest of Serapis come together before the altar and 
bow to Serapis, they then depart slowly from the sanctuary through the Portal 
formed by the Guardians. The rest of the Celebrants do likewise. 


Ordo Minervae Occidentalis Anno IV: 


